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Bread of life Development Foundation with the support of Department of Climate Change of the
Federal Ministry of Environment, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and
Government of Japan organized a High Level Technical meeting on Climate Change, and Water

supply and Sanitation, Wednesday, July 4, 2012 at Vines Hotel, Abuja, Nigeria.

The event was honoured by the distinguished presence of Mr. Peter Tarfa, Mr Olufemi
Odumosu, and Mrs U. E. Oyiana who represented the Honorable Federal Ministers of
Environment, Water Resources, and Health respectively; Engr. R.A.K. Jimoh, Coordinating
Director of the Nigeria Integrated Water Resources Commission; Ifeoma Charles-Monwuba
Deputy Country Rep. ActionAid/National Coordinator, WSSCC; Adaji Ileigo who represented
Nigeria’s WASH Ambassador, Engr. (Mrs) Ebele Okeke; and Kate Kanebi of the EU delegation
in Nigeria. Other participants included Thedike Christable of the Climate Change/Public Health
unit, Federal Ministry of Health; Engr. A. U. Auta of the Federal Capital Territory Water Board
(FCTWB), Engr. Jibrin Ibrahim, Director, Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Department of the
FCTWB; M.A Dan Hassan -FCTWB; Engr. Taheed Amusa of the Federal Capital Territory
Development Authority; Dr S. M. Babarinde of the Climate Change Unit of the Federal Ministry
of Water Resources; Emmanuel Awe who represented the Director of Water Supply and
Sanitation of the Federal Ministry of Water Resources; Karatu L. of the Abuja Environmental

Protection Agency; and Achakpa Priscilla of the Women Environmental Programme.

Discussions centred on the following issues:

1. Potential impacts of climate change on service providers in Lagos state- Water
Supply/Sanitation, Urban/Rural, Public/Private

2. Potential impacts of climate change on consumers in Lagos state -Household/Industrial
3. Adaptive capacity of service providers and consumers to climate change in Lagos state

4. Recommendations for Mitigation and Adaptation-Service providers/Consumers

Babatope Babalobi of the Bread of Life Development Foundation made a presentation on

‘Climate Change and Water Supply in Nigeria’. The Hourable Ministers of Honorable Federal



Ministers of Environment, Water Resources, and Health delivered keynote addresses, followed

by contributions from the panel of discussants.

The key points of the deliberations are summarized below:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Climate variability is real and already a threat to access and delivery of water supply
and sanitation services in Nigeria.

The Federal Ministry of Water Resources welcomes the study and hopes to benefit from
its findings.

A climate change thematic network should be established in the sector to promote cross
sectoral learning, information sharing and exchange of experiences.

It was noted that whereas several agencies responding to Climate Change have set up
Desks on the issue, there is little interaction among these Desk offices. Increased
coordination among Climate Change Desk offices was therefore canvassed.

Utilities are encourage to promote universal metering to promote water efficiency and
conservation.

Civil Society Organizations and Government Agencies were urged to promote / build
the capacity of community groups and WASHcoms on water efficiency strategies.

The power of the traditional and mass media should be harnessed to promote climate
change awareness.

The common man is largely ignorant on climate change issues, as such activities should
move beyond State level technical meetings to organizing forums at grassroots on
climate variability.

Private sector should support research that promotes climate change friendly toilets.
The human capacity, policy and legal framework of the water supply and sanitation
sector should be reviewed to ensure it becomes sensitive to climate change.
Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) is the entry point to addressing
climate change locally and internationally; as such action should be accelerated on the
adoption of Nigeria IWRM plan.

The draft National Water Resources Bill should be reviewed to ensure it is climate
change sensitive.

The upgrading of the Rural water supply and sanitation department of the FCTWB
should be fast tracked to enable it effectively engage in the sector and respond to
merging issues such as climate change.

There is a lack of data on climate change issues. There is a need for a lot of grassroots
data collection while water utilities, particularly, are encouraged to keep record of
water flow fluctuation in intakes including streams, rivers, and dams.



15. Whereas water is more important that Qil, Nigeria places high premium on oil and
continues to take water for granted. The importance of the sector necessitates its
increased prioritization.

16. Consumers should be timely and well informed on future precipitation changes as
noticed by Nigeria Meteorological Agency (NIMET).

17. The Abuja Environmental Protection Agency should construct Engineered sanitary
landfills to reduce contamination of groundwater.

18. Hydrological Agency should be well funded to enable it discharge its functions
effectively.

Babatope Babalobi



