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" Lagos stakeholders divided over privatisation of water supply

The option of private sector par-

ticipation in

water  supply

remains controversial despite

persisting

problems.

Stakeholders, meeting last week,
-insist on some measure of public

control

ITH water sector

reforms yet to
deliver on their prom-
ised benefits across
Nigerian cities, stake-
holders’ meeting to
review the outcome of
the recent 4™ World
Water and Sanitation
Forum remained divid-
ed last week over which
strategy would best
serve to meet local and
international supply tar-
gets,

At a “Roundtable con-
ference” organised by
Heinrich Boll
Foundation (HBF) in
collaboration with some
non-governmental
organisations, civil
rights activists, govern-
ment officials, commu-
nity leaders and con-
cerned individuals
debated proceedings of
the global water sum-
mit, held in Mexico in
March this year.

Following a review of
the Mexico Forum and
current efforts by both
the federal -and state
governments on water
supply presented by
Anthony Akpan, of. the
Pan African Vision for
Environment (PAVE),
deliberations shifted yet
again to the debate on
whether water supply
should be left to private
sector participation or
remain under a public
controlled utility.

Referring to au article
titled “Protecting public

water,” the representa- ﬁ

tive of “Bread of Life
“Development
Foundation (BLDF),
Mr. Babatope Babalobi,
argued that lessons
should be learnt from
those advanced coun-
tries where private sec-
tor participation in
water supply had ended
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in disaster.

According to him, the
sensitive nature of
water forbids its total
commercialisation.
“Even in advanced
countries where capital-
ism is in full gear, there
are almost 17 institu-
tions and certain cate-

gories of people that.

pay little for water sup-
ply.”

In the United States of
America (USA), for
instance, he said that
orphanage homes, old
peoples home, the desti-
tute and others, who
could not afford to pay
for the water. they use.
were either exempted or
asked to pay a minimal
amount A
According to Babalobi,
people in rural commu-
nities and the urban

poor should not be put .

under the burden of
profit-centred private
sector, operators, ‘‘as
such decision may end

up a disaster, even to the -

state.”

He argued that beside
the outbreak of cholera,
other water related dis-
eases could be an unex-
pected outcome.

However, ~ the
Executive Director of
Social Economic Rights
Initiative (SERI), Dr.
Dom Okoro believed
the situation around the
world did not make the
supply of water free of
charge viable.

What stakeholders
should be canvassing
for, he said, was the
provision of regular
water supply, which
would be commesurate

» Monkey business... children at_play while searching for'water

with the water rates they
paid. Okoro, therefore,
asked for co-ordination
of efforts that would put
pressurise government

to create an enabling

environment whereby
water would be provid-
ed for the majority of
Nigerians in both the
cities and rural commu-
nities. L

Lamenting the non--

participation of
Nigerian government
officials at-the Mexico
Forum, Okoro

- expressed fears over the

problems inherent in

full private participation

in water supply.
Debating the anti-pri-

vatisation slogan “Fight
Water P3,” which stands
for public-private-part-
nership, the  group
noted: “a corporation
may already be plan-
ning to privatise water
services in your com-
munity. Jobs could be
lost and water quality
will suffer.”

Public private partner-
ship (P3) in water sup-

ply involves a business .
" - to 30 years or more.

contract between a pri-
vate company and a
municipal government
that creates a stream of
profit for the private
company given control
of public water.

Water P3s take the

delivery, management
and operation of water
services out of munici-

pal government’s

hands. “The town or
city government will
sign a contract that
gives private business
the right to finance and
maintain water infra-
structure, such as
sewage treatment
plants. Such contracts
could be in place for up

Besides, some partici-
pants said that P3 water
contracts forced cities
and towns to make high
payments to the P3
companies.

comes from the “public
purse” adds up to much
more than if the city
itself had financed,
delivered and managed
the water service.

“When private compa-
nies take over a public
‘service like water, the
focus shifts from meet-
ing community needs to
ensuring a profit for the
company’s sharehold-
ers,” they noted.

But beyond the issue of
privatisation of water
supply, participants also
regretted the seeming
exclusion of women in
decision-making, a situ-
ation that Mrs. Kofo
Adeleke of Community

Conservatiol
Development Initiative
(CCDI) considerec
unwholesome.
According to Adeleke
gender issues in wate;
sector are  crucial
“Women as the maii
consumers and pre
servers of water at the
domestic level under
stand - better, the nitty-
gritty of water usage anc
its preservation. So, !
think women must b¢

“fully involved in policy

formulation in the wates
sector.”

Echoing similar senti-
ments, the Executive
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