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HE problem of inad-

equate quality water for
human consumption again
came to the fore last Tues-
day ' in ' Lagos  as

stakeholders who gathered
to mark this year’'s World
Water Day Celebration ex- -
amined the present condi-
tion .and contnbut:ons

govemnient and prx\)ate"‘

sector in meeting the

United Nations’ millennium

goal of reducing by half,
the proportion of people
without sustainable access
to safe and quality water.

At a forum to mark
WWD organised by a non-

governmental organisation,’

International Nature Con-
servation and Environment
Programme, its President,
Mr. Abiodun Ogunbowale,
acknowledged the fact that

about 96 per cent of the o

earth’s water contained

high proportion of ’sal}
thus, rendenng 1t unst |

tion sﬁll had‘a"low émauht
‘of safe water, saying that
75 per cent of diseases in

the country were spread -

through the consumption
of unsafe water.

According to him, water

shortage was responsxble

for the inability to deal with

fire outbreaks and loss of
lives in manufacturing iin-

dustries, which are left out
w"a"tér

in  government
schemes.

"In order to comphment
its efforts toward provision

volvement of

sector in the pm’ 1
dlstnbutlon of

gal ‘
vatisation in Nigeria, criti-
cised the water reform pro-
gramme of Lagos State,

* saying that the commodi-
ty’s provision should be a

social service rather ‘than

“an mcome-generahng ven-
* ture.

- The Coordinator of the
group, Mr. Babatope

* Babalobi, said that the La-

gos State water reform was

designed to -encourage pri-

vate sector participation in

the production and

' recovery by mvestors,

buhon of water

and
consequently lead to high

( ' water tariffs charged by
ter Pri- -

firms that have invested in’
the project.
Babalobi- stated that pri-

vatisation ‘of water would

not favour the poor as they
wotld not be able to afford

hlgh water rates being

; charged by prtvate inves-

tors."

He faulted the privatisa-
tion exercise, saying that it
was not inclusive, open,
transparent and participa-
tory, and that local people
were not consulted before

- refuse at I]eh Commumty in Obalende

r "f'pnvatlsatlon

approving the exercise. -
.He urged that produc-

tion, distribution and man-

agement of water sexvices

o the public should re- -

main in the hands of gov-
ernment

- ‘According to him, the
World Bank should back
out of the project, stating
that privatisation should
cease to be used-as aicon-

dition for mternatmnal

lending to finance develop-

. 2= ment of water and sewage.

Dr. Mathew Udoye, who
represented the Director
General, National Agency
for Food and Drug Admin-
istration and Control, listed
the importance of safe
drinking water and efforts
made by the agency to ‘en-
sure that packaged water
manufacturers adhered to
basic standards in their pro-
duction process.




