Coming on the heels of the UNs World
Youth day celebration, UCHE UDUNGWO,
President of Youth Development and
Empowerment Foundation (YODEF) in this
chat with CHRIS ONYAM, believes that the
youth are indeed the pillars of any nation.

What is the idea behind the establishment of
YODEF?

The idea of establishing YODEF was conceived
ibout five years ago and by the grace of God, in the
rear 2002, that dream became a reality. In essence
YODEF was founded in the year 2002. | happen to
& one of the co-founders and the president since
nceplion

What is the target or mission statement of the
‘oundation?

The idea of having this non-govemmental organ-
sation is to see how we can fashion a new way of
ife for the youths of Nigeria and beyond, We had
iome kind of reflection on what has been going on
he country as it concemns the youth, especially in the
~rong direction. They have been involved in a lot of
«ocial vices which we consider inimical to the devel-
spment of the nation and so we decided to form this
rganisation and we have the following as its aims
ind objectives: to create, promote and sustain broad
:xchange and interaction among the youth nation-
wide and beyond. To encourage discipline among
he youth by instilling in them moral values, spirit of
»atriotism and loyalty to constituted authorities. To
-hampion the cause for a better future for the youth.

decision against all forms of discrimination

e = youth and violence among the youth. To

Sy nd re-orientate the youths on the dangers

fee. ., drug addiction and abuse, banditry, pros-

itution and other vices and also to join the fight
wgainst HIV/AIDS.

YODEF also serve as a bridge between Nigerian
-outh and their counterpart for the purpose of mutu-
il understanding of each others development and
cdAming process.

We also try to elevate n all forms, values and
deas that can enhance Nigera's national image.
hereby fostering global integration and permanent
ulture of peace

We try to facilitate and carry on exchange of pro-

srammes and ideas that border on youth building
nd emancipation both in Niger v and abroad, We
onduct seminars, «\m'x« s conlerences, work
hops and other forum ot ng for the de
nent and empowerment ul the youth. And finally
we try to conler consult, affiliate-and maintain con-
act, and co-operate with individuals, organ
wtitutions, bodies of persons estahlished in ! 1geria
nd oversees having objectives, in whole or in part
imilar to those of our foundaiion. These are the
asic arms and objectives of YODEF.

Practically speaking, what landmark uachieve-
ment has YODEF recorded since it started?

We have made our modest contribution since our
:stablishment in 2002 when we started. We went
into what we call advocacy sensitization, bringing
the youth together for them to know that their future
ligs in their hands. And in so doing, we have been
nble fo hold several seminars; we call it youth

seminars. Sometime in 2004, July 27
precxsely. we held a seminar at the Federal Palace
H}}-‘-wnh the theme, Violence and Crime theBane
0 1 Development and Empowerment in

5 We had speakers like Mr. Frank Odita, the

* Uche Udungwo

retired Commissioner of Police. We also had Prince
Tony Momoh, former minister for information and
culture as the guest speaker while Ambassador
Segun Olusola chaired the session. It was a very
wonderful seminar.

We got several feedbacks thereafter, which
spurred us to do more of such seminars and we have
conducted over five or six seminars in the series. We
had one last year at Rochester Gardens with the
theme, The Role of the Youth in Community and
Natonal Security; we also had (he other one on eth-
ical issues on HIV/AIDS.,

We have been holding seminars that border on
vouth issues and | think by God's grace we still have
more o do

Phe World Youth Day was celebrated recently,
could you tell us about the millennum
Development Goals (MDG) and the implications
lor the Nigertan Youth?

The Untted Nation's, some vears back, came up
witl i wdea of setting aside @ dav cach year to cel-
chete the youth: w let the youth realise that they are

ol essence n whichever society they belong and
they decided that August 12 each year be set aside
for youth. Hence, it is called United Nations
International Youth Day.

Overtime, since the formation of YODEF, we
have been joining other youth world over to cele-
brate this day. Why it is so important of late is in
view of the UN’s declaration, which took place in
September 2001, when world leaders and govern-
ments met in New York to make the millennium
declaration. In that declaration they came up with
eight goals known as Millennium Development
Goals, The idea is for the world to come together as
akind of global village where there would be a kind

of synergy or symbiotic relationship among the
nations, And the idea is for the developed world to
aid the poorest nations of the world through debt
reliel, aids - both technical and human resources.
They now decided that between 2000 and 20135, this
target would be met, These goals are: 1o alleviate
extreme poverty and hunger, (o encourage universal
bagic education, o promote gender equality, to
reduce child and maternal mortality, to combat
HIV/AIDS. malaria and other diseases, to ensure
sustanable environment and develop global partner-
ship for development. In these cight goals, they have
youth ni heart.

Like | have always said, the youth is an integral
part oy societys Youths therefore, are the greatest
asse! any raton can have: not only are they legiti-
mateh regarded as future leaders, they are, with
indecd the greatest investment any nation
or any nation’s development. So you can
and the position of the youth in any nation,
and in any society,

We know that the youth are the hardest hit when it
comes 1o HIV/AIDS scourge. what 1s YODEF's
programme to ensure that it is nipped in the bud?

It 15 o very pathetic situation world over, more
especially the poor nation, which Nigeria is one of
them. The unfortunate part of this syndrome is the
fact that most people are yet to come to the reality
that HIV/AIDS exists. This we have discovered over
time when we carry on some enlightenment cam-
paign. And when we come on one-on-one contact
with them, you see them toying with this issue,
which is very deadly. In that respect and in view of
the MDGs, earlier in the year, YODEF decided to
launch amassive campaign in that matter, beginning

Lag

Implementing the right to water campaign in Nigeria

sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessi-
ble and affordable water for personal and
domestic uses.

The Bread of Life Development Foundation, a
non-governmental organisation has launched an
advocacy towards the implementation of the Right to

ater campaign in Nigeria.

Programme Manager of the NGO, Babatope
Hubalobi said in a statement that, the advocacy cam-
paign 15 to ensure that the Nigenan govemment
strengthens the implementation of the right to water
and make it fully enforceable in our national laws, as
in other countries like South Africa and Uruguay to
guarantee every Nigenan citizen, access to safe and
affordable water towards meeting the Millennium
Development Goal (MDG) 7, target 10. The
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999
does not presently have any provision on the right for
water.

The United Nations Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural rights in November 2002 adopted
General Comment 15,which states that the human
nght to water entitles everyone to sufficient, safe,
acceptable, physical accessible and affordable water
for personal and domestic use.

The General Comment sets out the following com-
ponents of the right to water. Each person must have
access Lo water that is: Sufficient: An adequate quan-
tity must be available in accordance with internation-
al guidelines. This normally means 50-100 litres, and
an absohuste minimum of 20 litres; Safe: Water used
for personal and domestic uses must be safe;
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not reducing a person's capacity to buy other essential
goods. This means that essential amounts of water
must sometimes be provided free.

Most countries including Nigeria have not put in
place policies and practices to achieve this right, in
spite of the fact that most of their citizens are facing

told hardships because of Jack of access to water

%d Babalobi. Adding that If Goal 7 of the MDGs of
ensuring environmental sustainability through several
targets including halving by the year 2015 the pro-
portion of people without sustainable access to drink-
ing water and basic sanitation is to be achieved in
Nigeria, then we must seriously start to think of guar-
anleeing each citizen's right to water for securing his
or her basic livelihood.

When characterizing states national obligations, the
United Nations Economic, Social and Cultural com-

mittee uses the established difference bety
levels of obligation: respect, protect and fulfil.

(1) Respect obliges states to refrain from engaging
in any practice or activity that denies access to ade-
quate water not interfering directly or indirectly with
the enjoyment of the right to water. This obligation
includes the protection of water in crisis situations.

(2) The obligation to protect the right to water
requires states to prevent third parties, such as indi-
viduals, groups or corporations, from interfering in
any way with an;oymem of the rlghl to water.
Protection includ pting effective | gl lative and
other 1 0 protect disad I groups in
society and to avmd discrimmation. Accordmg to the
committee, such a control also includes the obligation
to adopt effective legislative and management meas-
ures in the case of privatization of water systems.

Ciivil Society Policy Forum

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Civil
Society Teams are organizing a Civil
Society Forum during the 2006 Annual Meetings
of the institutions at the Suntec Singapore
International Convention and Exhibition Centre,
Singapore from September 14-20, 2006
The Forum will bring together Bank and Fund
staff. CSO representatives, government officials,
and others to discuss important issues.  All
accredited CSO representatives are welcome to
attend the sessions, which will be held in the
Civil Society Space located in the main venue of

The World Bank Group (WBG) and

Other sessions in the process of being sched-
uled include discussion of planned reform of the
International Monetary Fund; Women and
Global Trade; launch of The Global
Transparency Initiative Singapore Charter and
discussion;  Education for All; Debt
Sustainability for Middle Income Countries;
Social Entrepreneurship in Asia; Multi-stake-
holder Session on lllegal Logging; Electricity
Governance; Post-Conflict and Post-Disaster
Reconstruction; World Bank Conditionality and
discussions with World Bank South Asia Vice
President and World Bank Vice President for




