Agric Devt: Israel

Irains 400 N igerians

ver four hundred Nigerian agronomists,
extension  officers,  farmers and
hers have been trained ir various
aspects of agricultural development by the
Isracli Center for International
soperation (MASHAV), at the Maizube Abu-
irab International Training Center, (MAITC),
Minna, Niger State.
Israeli Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Moshe
am, disclosed this while declaring open an
temnational training program on bee keeping
«d management at the training centre.
Ram stated that hundreds of communities
10ss the country are already enjoying the indi-
ct benefits of the knowledge gained by the
linees, as those trained have replicated the
1owledge at other agricultural research insti-
tes and farms.
He explained that Israel, through its Embassy
Nigeria and MASHAYV has been a major con-
butor to the fraining program since its incep-
n in 2004, because of its belief in the impor-
ace of international cooperation and mutual
sistance as a means to guarantee a better future
r mankind.
The envoy, represented by Mrs. Ogechi Okoro
ASHAV Coordinator in the Embassy, said
ael's partnership with Nigeria in the area of
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agriculture was borne out of the understanding
that only through international cooperation can
nations face the challenges of food security,
poverty eradication as well as the right of the cit-
izenry to prosperity and happiness for this gener-
ation and generations yet unborn.

Ram stated that over the past three years, the
training center had hosted twelve of such exten-
sive MASHAYV courses in various fields of agri-
culture and rural devclopmem addmg with this
development, MAITC has nally become a
familiar name for all those involved in agriculture
in the country.

He commended the Nigerian government,
which has through the Federal Ministry of
Agriculture, the Niger State government, and the
National Special Program for Food Security, sup-
ported the training programs by ensuring that
trainees of high quality enrolled for the courses.

The bee-keeping course is the second to be
held this year as part of the Center's curriculum
for 2008. Two Israeli experts in bee-keeping and
management, Dr. Ohad Afik and Mr. Mondo
Basmat, are taking the more 30 participants,
drawn from various parts of the country, in the
two-week training program.

’rivatisation: ALSCON
Resumes Prod_uction

11ght years after work was stopped,
Iter Cc of Nigeria
(ALSCON) Tkot Abasi in Akwa Ibom State
Jhas finally commenced operation with the
rolling out of its first ingot of alumina from

: plant recently.
Operations at the nation's premier smelting
tfit came to a standstill in 2000. Following the
vatisation policy of the Federal Government, a
ding producer of aluminium and alumina,

Group Advocates
ntegrity Curriculum
By Abimbola Akosile

't a move to combat corruption and engage
younnggmansmﬂ)epmmouonufmponsib]e

the subject curriculum of elementary schoals in

country. .
[n a statement released in Lagos last weekend,
? said comruption is a major driver of bad gover»
1oe in Nigeria, and called for an urgent need for
design and introduction ‘of a well thought out
*grity education in elementary schools, which is
formative years of young Nigerians.
The organisation's Anti-Corruption Curriculum
Elementary Schools (ACCES) project is
igned to support local education authorities in
“hing anti-comuption education which ensures
I young Nigerians are aware of their direct role
vand in the future, in promoting transparent and
ountable govemnance.
According to IAP's surveys in the Nigeria
muption Index (NCI 2005, 2007), -educational
itutions are among the most corrupt institutions
the country. "As one of the outcomes of NCI
J7, IAP has therefore designed ACCES fo sys-
atically inculcate in youths, their role in the fight
inst corruption”, said Gbenga Ogundare IAP's
1d of Programmes.
e added, "addressing problem of corruption as
mpediment to the growth of democracy requires
involvement of youths in the process, especially
hey are tomormmow's leaders".
Recent reports indicate that at least 70% of
ierians live in poverty, eaming under $1 per day,
190 percent live on less than $2 per day. Health
education indicators are accordingly very low.
”Ihenaﬁonspovextyxsduc,mla:gepammthe
niry's corruption problems, and ACCES aims at
tributing o efforts that fundamentally addressed
from the bottom up, by working to ensure that
ool pupils receive anti-corruption education”.
\OCFSlsalmg-mmunpmpmpaﬂmloom
>s immediate gains with looking at medium and
1 term benefits. It seeks (o ensure that youths
¢ a crucial role in

ﬁmneladersmeﬁmvsatmsmgawammson
advmeﬁeqsofmpuonmﬂmmmlg
dgovemanceinthecountry.

both as gifizens:..
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United Company RUSAL of Russia, in January
2007 acquired the majority shares in the
ALSCON thus completely assuming the man-
agement of the institution.

At the inauguration, RUSAL-ALSCON's
Managing Director, Mr. Andrey Partyanskiy said
the aluminium giant plans to completely mod-
emise the plant in order to achieve its full capac-
Atypmducuouoflw 000 tones per annum in
2010

Parkyanshy disclosed that the new manage—
ment of the smelter firm intends to invest over
$300 million in the modemisation of the smelter,
including dredging of the Imo River, a project
that would allow successful operation and evacu/—d
ation of product by the company.

"In February 2007 UC RUSAL acquired a
majority stake in ALSCON and immediately
began a large scale modemisation programme of
the smelter, which has been out of operation for
eight years. The modernisation programme
includes completing the construction of the
smelter, as well as upgrading the existing produc-
tion technology", he stated.

According to. Parkyanskiy, once ALSCON
reaches full capacity, the smelter is expected to
provide 1,900 jobs, while associated small and
medium size businesses to suppon the smelter
and the development of necessary infrastructure
are also expected to generate 20,000 related jobs
in the state.

He stressed that works on the Imo River was a
priority for UC RUSAL as the proper operation
of the plant can only occur if the dredging is suc-
cessfully completed; and indicated that the inter-
est of the local community will be put into con-
sideration before the river's dredging commences
in October.

The Chief Executive Officer of UC RUSAL,
Mr. Alexander Bulydgin, in a remark, said the
smelter's launch under the management of UC
RUSAL demonstrates his company's successful
implementation of its strategic goal of creating a
full production cycle in Western Africa.

"We are pleased to be able to create a highly
efficient and technologically advanced alumini-
um production in Nigeria. It will contribute sig-
nificantly to the economic development of the
region, create new jobs and add to the general
grewth of social well-being in the country by
delivering necessary infrastructure, helping to
devzloping small and medium-scale business and
threagh social programs”, he stated.

S ~eaxing at the occasion, the Paramount Ruler
of Ikot Abasi, Edidem U. Ntukubom said the
commuaity was happy at the commencement of
operaticn at ALSCON, and pledged the coopera-
tion ofmeuﬂxgemsofmeamammsurmgthal
operation is not disrupted.

The king commended - the Federal

sGovemnment's decision toprivatiss ALSCON and

the RUSsian ~government for allowing UC
RUSAL to come legenanmanage the dor-

Ioes

fraining ‘Watsan issues by
lpannn in televant lwaland‘mmamnal

PrOgramImES.
Speaking on the water situation in Lagos
Mr. Anthony Akpan the South West
Cooldmamrof the National Civil Soc:ctyNetwurk
on Water and Sanitation (NEWSAN) said steps
'must be taken to ensure that the sufficiency, safety,
affordability and accessibility of water are

time.

. He drew ancntmn o mpuns by Lagus
deammnto!ﬁma]son‘lhe advantages of pre-
paid system fc and

© Water for all?

By Abimbola Akosile

| tion. Poor water and sanitation have an impact on

ed from interference as we]lasmsunngﬂratevery— ;

| involvement has extended beyond selling water

‘operation
- tems", Akpan dec

e-paid wystemin

expression of a commitment to the profit motive
above the needs of people.

According to Akpan, "lack of access to safe
water has a major effect on people's health. Poor
health constrains development and poverty allevia-

education, but when safe water and appropriate
sanitation are provided in schools, increased atten-
dance and a reduction in drop-out rates results".
He wanted the means and mechanisms
available in the United Nations human rights sys-
tem used to monitor the progress of States Parties
in realising the right to water and to hold govern-
ments accountable.

"Privatisation of water services is often a contro-
versial issue, and the involvement of the private
sector in water delivery has accelerated over the
past decade. In many countries, private sector

ﬁ'omn'ucksmdsupp[yofmﬁastrumnetodleflﬂl
nmnagenmtofwawrdehvay sys- |

To him, whjle under intemnational |
human rights law may permit private sector
invol their ibilities remain the

same; amiﬂmwhcremsmvolyed,memvalesec-, e

i

nmynmawessbsafedﬁnﬁng»wﬂerm,ms
’mnma‘

Teport ina l daily said,
is ﬁhnsﬁﬂalshmlusx as it is concluding amange-
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