
KEYNOTE ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE SPECIAL ADVISER, INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC UTILITY, PROF. MOBOLAJI ALUKO, AT THE  STAKEHOLDERS’ ENGAGEEMENT HELD AT KOLTOTEL HOTEL AND SUITE, GRA, ADO EKITI ON TUESDAY  14TH FEBRUARY, 2023. 
I am delighted to welcome you all to this stakeholders Engagement with the aim of deepening the strategies for result on the Sustainable Urban Rural Water Supply Sanitation & Hygiene (SURWASH) Program. This is a Program that introduces results-based approach (Programme for Results (P4R) with the potential to propel Nigeria’s efforts to ensure that all its people have access to sustainable and safely managed Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) services. The effort is also being replicated in Ekiti State for her residents to enjoy access to WASH services. It also introduces an innovative approach to sector programming that leverages incentives to simultaneously deliver infrastructure that works, policies that govern, and institutions that sustain. This Program became effective on 14th Januray 2022.

PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES (PDO):

· To increase access to Water, Sanitation and Hygiene services

· To strengthen sector Institution in participating States in Nigeria

SURWASH Program has two Result Areas (RAs) with each having Disbursement Linked Indicators (DLIs)
Result Area 1: -  strengthened sector policies and institutions for improved services

Result Area 2 –improved access to Water Supply Sanitation and Hygiene Services.

RA 1: - DL1 and DLI2

RA 2: - DLI 3,4,5,6 &7
Ekiti State is one of the 7 benefiting and participating states (Delta, Ekiti, Gombe, Imo, Katsina, Kaduna, Plateau) on this program for a period of six years (2021-2027).  The geographic coverage of the program is extended to all the small towns, urban and rural areas  of the States with provision for other states to join the Program progressively subject to compliance with eligibility and readiness criteria.
 It is pertinent to note that Technical Environmental and Social safeguard (ESS) aspect of this program must be complied with for results and reimbursements.
It is commonly said there is no life without access to good water and sanitation services. 
The SURWASH Program will serve as an additional means of increasing and improving access to water, sanitation and Hygiene in the State which has been one of the promises made by this present administration. 
Therefore, all hands must be on deck to achieve results. I have the assurance that before the completion of this program by 2027, Ekiti will achieve the desired objectives.
On this note, I welcome you all to the Stakeholders engagement and wish you a peaceful and successful deliberations.
Thank you and God bless you.

